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Big River  { 1958 } 

{ written by : Johnny Cash }    
 

Intro:    [F] / / / [F] / / / 
 
Now I [F] taught the weeping willow how to cry, 
And I showed the clouds how to cover up a [G] clear blue [C7] sky 
And the [F] tears that I cried for that woman are gonna [Bb] flood you Big River 
Then [F] I'm gonna sit right [C7] here until I [F] die 
  
I [F] met her accidentally in St. Paul, Minnesota 
And it tore me up every time I heard her [G] drawl, Southern [C7] drawl. 
Then I [F] heard my dream was back downstream cav-[Bb]-orting in Davenport, 
And I [F] followed you, Big [C7] River, when you [F] called 
  
[F] / / / [F] / / / [Bb] / / / [F] / / / [C7] / / / [F] / / / 
 
Then you [F] took me to St. Louis later on, down the river 
A freighter said she's been here but she's [G] gone, boy, she's [C7] gone 
I [F] found her trail in Memphis, but she [Bb] just walked up the block 
She raised a [F] few eyebrows and then she [C7] went on down a-[F]-lone 
  
Now, won't you [F] batter down by Baton Rouge, River Queen, roll it on 
Take that woman on down to New Or-[G]-leans, New Or-[C7]-leans 
Go [F] on, I've had enough, dump my [Bb] blues down in the gulf 
[F] She loves you, Big [C7] River, more than [F] me 
  
[F] / / / [F] / / / [Bb] / / / [F] / / / [C7] / / / [F] / / / 
 
Now I [F] taught the weeping willow how to cry, cry, cry 
And I showed the clouds how to cover up a [G] clear blue [C7] sky 
And the [F] tears that I cried for that woman are gonna [Bb] flood you Big River 
Then [F] I'm gonna sit right [C7] here until I [F] die / / <F><F> 
 
 

             
 
 

 

 

Solo: 

xA|-------------------------8--88----------------------------------------| 

xE|-8--88-------8--88------------8-6----8--88-------8--887-8----8--88----| 

xC|------7-5---------7-5---------------------7-5---------------------7-5-| 

xG|----------------------------------------------------------------------|  
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A Boy Named Sue  { 1969 }   

{ written by : Shel Silverstein }    
 

[Bb] / / / My [Bb] daddy left home when I was three 
And he [Eb] didn't leave much to ma and me 
Just [F] this old guitar and an empty bottle of [Bb] booze 
Now [Bb] I don't blame him cause he run and hid 
But the [Eb] meanest thing that he ever did 
Was be-[F]-fore he left, he went and named me [Bb] "Sue" [Bb] 
  
Well, he [Bb] must of thought that is quite a joke 
And it [Eb] got a lot of laughs from a lots of folk, 
It [F] seems I had to fight my whole life [Bb] through 
Some [Bb] gal would giggle and I'd get red 
And [Eb] some guy'd laugh and I'd bust his head, 
I tell [F] ya, life ain't easy for a boy named [Bb] "Sue" [Bb] 
  
Well, I [Bb] grew up quick and I grew up mean, 
My [Eb] fist got hard and my wits got keen, 
I'd [F] roam from town to town to hide my [Bb] shame 
But I [Bb] made me a vow to the moon and stars 
That [Eb] I'd search the honky-tonks and bars 
And [F] kill that man who gave me that awful [Bb] name 
  
Well, it was [Bb] Gatlinburg in mid-July 
And I [Eb] just hit town and my throat was dry, 
I [F] thought I'd stop and have myself a [Bb] brew 
At an [Bb] old saloon on a street of mud, 
[Eb] There at a table, dealing stud, 
[F] Sat the dirty, mangy dog that named me [Bb] "Sue" 
  
Well, I [Bb] knew that snake was my own sweet dad  
From a [Eb] worn-out picture that my mother'd had, 
And I [F] knew that scar on his cheek and his evil [Bb] eye 
He was [Bb] big and bent and grey and old, 
And [Eb] I looked at him and my blood ran cold 
And I [F] said: "My name is 'Sue!' [Bb] … How do you do! … Now you gonna die!!" [Bb] 
  
Well, I [Bb] hit him hard right between the eyes 
And [Eb] he went down, but to my surprise, 
He [F] come up with a knife and cut off a piece of my [Bb] ear 
But I [Bb] busted a chair right across his teeth 
And we [Eb] crashed through the wall and into the street 
[F] Kicking and an' gouging in the mud and the blood and the [Bb] beer 
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I [Bb] tell ya, I've fought tougher men 
But I [Eb] really can't remember when, 
He [F] kicked like a mule and he bit like a croco-[Bb]-dile 
I [Bb] heard him laugh and then I heard him cuss, 
He [Eb] went for his gun and I pulled mine first, 
He [F] stood there looking at me, and I saw him [Bb] smile 
  
And he said: [Bb] "Son … this world is rough 
And if a [Eb] man's gonna make it, he's gotta be tough 
And I [F] knew I wouldn't be there to help you a-[Bb]-long 
So I [Bb] give you that name and I said goodbye 
I [Eb] knew you'd have to get tough or die 
And [F] it's the name that helped to make you [Bb] strong" 
  
He said: "Now [Bb] you just fought one hell of a fight 
And I [Eb] know you hate me, and you got the right 
To [F] kill me now, and I wouldn't blame you if you [Bb] do 
But you [Bb] ought to thank me, before I die, 
For the [Eb] gravel in your guts and the spit in your eye 
‘Cause [F] I'm the son-of-a-bitch that named you [Bb] "Sue.'" 
  
Yeah, [Bb] what could I do, what could I do 
I got [Bb] all choked up and I threw down my gun 
And I [Eb] called him my pa, and he called me his son, 
And I [F] come away with a different point of [Bb] view 
And [Bb] I think about him, now and then, 
Every [Eb] time I try and every time I win, 
And if <F> I ever have a son … I think I'm gonna name him … 
Bill or George! Anything but Sue! [Bb] I still hate that name! [Bb] <Bb> 
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Busted  { 1963 }  

{ written by : Harlan Howard }    
 

Intro:  [G] / / [G] / / [G] / / [G] /  
 
My [G] bills are all due, and the babies need shoes, but I'm [D7] busted 
Cotton is down to a quarter a pound, and I'm [G] busted 
I got a cow that went dry and a hen that won't lay 
A [C] big stack of bills that gets bigger each day 
The [D7] county will haul my belongings away,  
I'm [G] busted / [C] / / [G] / / [D7] / / 
[G] / / [C] / / [G] / / [D7] / / 
  
I [G] went to my brother to ask for a loan, I was [D7] busted 
I hate to beg like a dog for a bone, but I'm [G] busted 
My brother said, "There ain't a thing I can do 
My [C] wife and my kids are all down with the flu, 
And [D7] I was just thinkin' of callin' on you,  
I'm [G] busted / [C] / / [G] / / [D7] / / 
[G] / / [C] / / [G] / / [D7] / / 
  
[G] Lord, I'm no thief but a man can go wrong when he's [D7] busted 
The food that we canned last summer is gone, and I'm [G] busted 
The fields are all bare and the cotton won't grow 
[C] Me and my family gotta pack up and go 
Where [D7] I'll make a living the Lord only knows,  
But I'm [G] busted / [C] / / [G] / / [D7] / / 
[G] / / [C] / / [G] / / [D7] / / <G> 
 
 

         

  

{Capo 1 – original in Ab} 
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Cocaine Blues  { 1968 } 

{ written by : T. J. "Red" Arnall }    
 

[C] [C] [C] Early one morning while making the rounds 
I took a shot of cocaine and I [G7] shot my woman down 
I went right home and I went to bed 
I <C> stuck that loving 44 beneath my head 
 
[C] Got up next morning and I grabbed that gun 
Took a shot of cocaine and a-[G7]-way I run 
Made a good run but I run too slow 
They <C> overtook me down in Juarez Mexico 
  
[C] Late in the hot joints taking the pills 
In walked the sheriff from [G7] Jericho Hill 
He said Willy Lee your name is not Jack Brown 
<C> You're the dirty hack that shot your woman down 
  
[C] Said yes oh yes my name is Willy Lee 
If you've got the warrant just a-[G7]-read it to me 
Shot her down because she made me slow 
I <C> thought I was her daddy but she had five more 
  
[C] When I was arrested I was dressed in black 
They put me on a train and they [G7] took me back 
Had no friend for to go my bail 
They <C> slapped my dried up carcass in that country jail 
  
[C] Early next morning bout a half past nine 
I spied the sheriff coming [G7] down the line 
Talked and he coughed as he cleared his throat 
He <C> said come on you dirty heck into that district court 
  
[C] Into the courtroom my trial began 
Where I was handled by [G7] twelve honest men 
Just before the jury started out 
I <C> saw the little judge commence to look about 
  
[C] In about five minutes in walked the man 
Holding the verdict in [G7] his right hand 
The verdict read in the first degree 
I <C> hollered Lordy, Lordy, have a mercy on me 
  
[C] The judge he smiled as he picked up his pen 
99 years in the [G7] Folsom pen 
99 years underneath that ground 
I <C> can't forget the day I shot that bad bitch down 
  
Come on you've gotta listen [F] unto me 
[G7] Lay off that whiskey and let that cocaine [C] be / / / [C] / <C> 

End of verses 

         [C] 

xA|---0-2-3-| 

xE|-3-------| 

{Capo 1 – original in Db} 
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Cry, Cry, Cry  { 1955 }  

{ written by : Johnny Cash }    
 

Intro:  [A] [E] [B7] [E] [E] [E] [E] [E] 
 
Ev'ry [E] body knows where you go when the sun goes down 
I think you only live to see the [B7] lights uptown 
I [E] wasted my time when I would try, try, try 
'Cause [A] when the lights have lost their glow you'll [B7] cry, cry, [E] cry [E] 
 
[E] [E] [E] [E] [A] [A] [A] [A]  
[E] [E] [E] [E] [B7] [B7] [E] [E] 
 
[E] Soon you're sugar daddies will all be gone 
You'll wake up some cold day and [B7] find you're alone 
You'll [E] call for me, but I'm gonna tell you bye, bye, bye 
When I [A] turn around and walk away you'll [B7] cry, cry, [E] cry [E] 
  

You're gonna [E] cry, cry, cry and you'll cry .. alone 
When [A] ev'ryone's forgotten and you're [E] left on your own 
You're gonna [B7] cry, [B7] cry, [E] cry [E] 

  
[E] [E] [E] [E] [A] [A] [A] [A]  
[E] [E] [E] [E] [B7] [B7] [E] [E] 
  
I [E] lie awake at night to wait till you come in 
You stay a little while and then you're [B7] gone again 
Ev'ry [E] question that I ask I get a lie, lie, lie 
For [A] ev'ry lie you tell you're gonna [B7] cry, cry, [E] cry [E] 
 
[E] [E] [E] [E] [A] [A] [A] [A]  
[E] [E] [E] [E] [B7] [B7] [E] [E] 
 
When your [E] fickle love gets old no one will care for you 
Then you'll come back for a little [B7] love that's true 
I'll [E] tell you no, and then you'll ask me "why, why, why?" 
When [A] I remind you of all of this you'll [B7] cry, cry, [E] cry [E] 
  

You're gonna [E] cry, cry, cry and you'll .. want me there 
It'll [A] hurt when you think of the [E] fool you've been 
You're gonna [B7] cry, [B7] cry, [E] cry [E] [E] [A] [B7] [E] <E> 
 

 

 

 Solo: 

xA|---------------------------------0-2-3-4-0-2-3-4-0-2-3-4-0-2-3-4-| 

xE|-0-2-3-4-0-2-3-4-0-2-3-4-0-2-3-4---------------------------------| 
 

xA|-------------------------------------2--4--7---4---2-------------| 

xE|-0-2-3-4-0-2-3-4-0-2-3-4-0-2-3-4-----------------------4---0-----| 

{Capo 1 – original in F} 
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Delia’s Gone  { 1994 } 

{ attributed to Blake Alphonso Higgs}    
 

<A> Delia, oh <D> Delia, <A> Delia all my <A7> life 
If I [D] hadn't have shot poor Delia 
I'd have [B7] had her for my [E] wife 
Delia's [A] gone, [D] one more [A] round, [E] Delia's [A] gone [A] 
  
[A] I went up to [D] Memphis, and [A] I met Delia [A7] there 
[D] Found her in her parlour,  
And I [B7] tied to her [E] chair 
Delia's [A] gone, [D] one more [A] round, [E] Delia's [A] gone [A] 
  
She was [A] low down and [D] trifling, [A] and she was cold and [A7] mean 
[D] Kind of evil make me want to  
[B7] Grab my sub ma-[E]-chine 
Delia's [A] gone, [D] one more [A] round, [E] Delia's [A] gone [A] 
  
[A] First time I [D] shot her, [A] I shot her in the [A7] side 
[D] Hard to watch her suffer,  
But with the [B7] second shot she [E] died 
Delia's [A] gone, [D] one more [A] round, [E] Delia's [A] gone [A] 
  
But [A] jailer, oh [D] jailer, [A] jailer, I can't [A7] sleep  
'Cause [D] all around my bedside 
I hear the [B7] patter of Delia's [E] feet 
Delia's [A] gone, [D] one more [A] round, [E] Delia's [A] gone [A] 
  
So [A] if your woman's [D] devilish, [A] you can let her [A7] run 
Or [D] you can bring her down and do her like, 
[B7] Delia got [E] done 
Delia's [A] gone, [D] one more [A] round, [E] Delia's [A] gone [A] 
Delia's [A] gone, [D] one more [A] round, [E] Delia's [A] gone <A> 
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Don’t Take Your Guns To Town  { 1958 } 

{ written by : Johnny Cash }    
 

Intro:    ‹Bb›    ‹Bb›    ‹Bb› 
 
A ‹Bb› young cowboy named ‹Bb› Billy Joe grew ‹F› restless on the ‹Bb› farm, 
A ‹Bb› boy filled with ‹Bb› wanderlust, who ‹F› really meant no ‹Bb› harm 
He ‹Eb› changed his clothes and ‹Eb› shined his boots and ‹Eb› combed his dark hair ‹Eb› down 
And his ‹Bb› mother cried as ‹Bb› he walked ‹Bb› out … 
  

"Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to ‹Bb› town, son 
‹Eb› Leave your guns at ‹Bb› home, Bill 
Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to [Bb] town" [Bb] [Bb] [Bb] 

  
He [Bb] laughed and kissed his mom and said, "Your [F] Billy Joe's a [Bb] man 
[Bb] I can shoot as quick and straight as [F] anybody [Bb] can 
But I [Eb] wouldn't shoot without a cause, I'd gun nobody down" 
But she [Bb] cried again as he rode a-‹Bb›-way … 
  

"Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to ‹Bb› town, son 
‹Eb› Leave your guns at ‹Bb› home, Bill 
Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to [Bb] town" [Bb] [Bb] [Bb] 

  
He [Bb] sang a song as on he rode, his [F] guns hung at his [Bb] hips 
He [Bb] rode into a cattle town, a [F] smile upon his [Bb] lips 
He [Eb] stopped and walked into a bar and laid his money down 
But his [Bb] mother's words echoed a-‹Bb›-gain … 
  

"Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to ‹Bb› town, son 
‹Eb› Leave your guns at ‹Bb› home, Bill 
Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to [Bb] town" [Bb] [Bb] [Bb] 

 
He [Bb] drank his first strong liquor then to [F] calm his shaking [Bb] hand,  
And [Bb] tried to tell himself at last he [F] had become a [Bb] man 
A [Eb] dusty cowpoke at his side began to laugh him down 
And he [Bb] heard again his mother's ‹Bb› words … 
  

"Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to ‹Bb› town, son 
‹Eb› Leave your guns at ‹Bb› home, Bill 
Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to [Bb] town" [Bb] [Bb] [Bb] 

  
[Bb] Filled with rage then Billy Joe reached [F] for his gun to [Bb] draw 
But the [Bb] stranger drew his gun and fired be-[F]-fore he even [Bb] saw 
As [Eb] Billy Joe fell to the floor the crowd all gathered 'round 
And [Bb] wondered at his final ‹Bb› words … 
  

"Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to ‹Bb› town, son 
‹Eb› Leave your guns at ‹Bb› home, Bill 
Don't ‹Eb› take your guns to ‹Bb› town"  
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Folsom Prison Blues  { 1955 } 

{ written by : Johnny Cash }    
 

Intro:  [F] / / / | [F] / / / |  
 
I [F] hear the train a-coming, it's rolling round the bend 
And I ain't seen the sunshine since [F7] I don't know when 
I'm [Bb] stuck in Folsom Prison, and time keeps draggin' [F] on [F] 
But that [C7] train keeps a-rollin' on down to San An-[F]-tone 
  
When [F] I was just a baby, my Mama told me 'Son, 
Always be a good boy, don't ever play with [F7] guns.' 
But I [Bb] shot a man in Reno, just to watch him [F] die [F] 
When I [C7] hear that whistle blowin' I hang my head and [F] cry 
  
[F] [F/C] [F] [F/C] [Bb] [Bb] [F] [F] [C7] [C7] [F]  
 
I [F] bet there's rich folks eatin' in a fancy dining car 
They're probably drinking coffee and [F7] smoking big cigars 
But I [Bb] know I had it coming, I know I can't be [F] free 
But those [C7] people keep a moving, and that's what tortures [F] me 
  
[F] [F/C] [F] [F/C] [Bb] [Bb] [F] [F] [C7] [C7] [F]  
  
Well, if they [F] freed me from this prison, if that railroad train was mine 
I bet I'd move it on a little [F7] farther down the line 
[Bb] Far from Folsom Prison, that's where I want to [F] stay 
And I'd [C7] let that lonesome whistle blow my blues a-[F]-way / / / [C7] / / / [F] / <F> 
 
 

                 
 
 
 

  

Intro/Outro 

xA|-3-3-3-7--7--3---------| 

xE|----------------4h5----| 

xC|---------------------5-| 
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Get Rhythm  { 1956 }  

{ written by : Johnny Cash }    
 

Hey, get [F] rhythm … when you get the blues 
Come on, get [Bb] rhythm … when you get the [F] blues 
Get a [F] rock and roll feeling in your bones 
Put taps on your toes and .. get gone 
Get [Bb] rhythm … when [C7] you get the [F] blues 

 
A little [F] shoe shine boy he never gets low down, but he's got the dirtiest job in town 
Bending low at the peoples feet, on a windy corner of a dirty street 
When I asked him while he shined my shoes, how to keep from getting the blues 
He grinned as he raised his little head, he popped his shoe shine rag and … then he said 
  

Get [F] rhythm … when you get the blues 
Come on, get [Bb] rhythm … when you get the [F] blues 
A [F] jumping rhythm makes you feel so fine 
It will shake all the troubles off your worried mind  
Get [Bb] rhythm … when [C7] you get the [F] blues 
 

[F] [F] [F] [F] [Bb] [Bb] [Bb] [Bb] [F] [F] [F] [F] [Bb] [Bb] [C7] [F] [F] 
 

Get [F] rhythm … when you get the blues 
Come on, get [Bb] rhythm … when you get the [F] blues 
Get a [F] rock and roll feeling in your bones 
Put taps on your toes and .. get gone 
Get [Bb] rhythm … when [C7] you get the [F] blues 

  
Well I [F] sat and a-listened to the shoe shine boy, and I thought I was gonna jump for joy 
Slapped on the shoe polish left and right, he took his shoe shine rag and he held it tight  
He stopped once to wipe the sweat away, I said "you mighty little boy to be a-workin that way" 
He said “I like it” with a big wide grin, kept on a-poppin and he’d .. say it again 
  

Get [F] rhythm … when you get the blues 
Come on, get [Bb] rhythm … when you get the [F] blues 
It only [F] cost a dime, just a nickle a shoe 
It does a million dollars’ worth of good for you  
Get [Bb] rhythm … when [C7] you … get … the [F] blues / / [E]-[F] 
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(Ghost) Riders In The Sky  { 1979 } 

{ written by : Stan Jones }    
 

Intro:  [Am] [Am] [Am] [Am] 
 
An [Am] old cowboy went riding out one [C] dark and windy day … [C] / / / 
Up-[Am]-on a ridge he rested as he went along his way … [Am] / / / 
When [Am] all at once a mighty herd of red-eyed cows he saw 
A-[F]-plowing through the ragged sky … and [Dm] up the cloudy [Am] draw / / / | / / / / 
  
Their [Am] brands were still on fire and their [C] hooves were made of steel … [C] / / / 
Their [Am] horns were black and shiny and their hot breath he could feel … [Am] / / / 
A [Am] bolt of fear went through him as they thundered through the sky 
For he [F] saw the Riders coming hard … and he [Dm] heard their mournful [Am] cry / / / | / / 
  

Yippie yi [C] ohhhhh / / / | / / Yippie yi [Am] yaaaaay / / / | / / / / 
[F] Ghost .. Riders [Dm] in … the [Am] sky / / / | / / / / 

  
[Am] / / / [C] / / / [C] / / / [Am] / / / [Am] / / / [Am] / / / 
[Am] / / / [Am] / / / [F] / / / [F] / / / [Dm] / [Am] / / / [Am] / / / 
 
Their [Am] faces gaunt, their eyes were blurred, their [C] shirts all soaked with sweat … [C] / / / 
He's [Am] riding hard to catch that herd, but he ain't caught 'em yet … [Am] / / / 
'Cause they've [Am] got to ride forever on that range up in the sky 
On [F] horses snorting fire … as they [Dm] ride on hear their [Am] cry / / / | / / / / 
  
As the [Am] riders loped on by him, he [C] heard one call his name … [C] / / / 
If you [Am] want to save your soul from hell a-riding on our range 
Then [Am] cowboy change your ways today or with us you will ride 
[F] Trying to catch the Devil's herd … a-[Dm]-cross these endless [Am] skies / / / | / / 
  

Yippie yi [C] ohhhhh / / / | / / Yippie yi [Am] yaaaaay / / / | / / / / 
[F] Ghost .. Riders [Dm] in … the [Am] sky / / / | / / / / 
[F] Ghost .. Riders [Dm] in … the [Am] sky / / / | / / / / 
[F] Ghost .. Riders [Dm] in … the [Am] sky / / / | / / / / 
[Am] / / / [Am] / / / [Am] / / / [Am] / / /<Am> 
  
 

             
 

Solo: 

xA|---0-00-2-3-33-0---------- ~~~~ ---0-00-2-3-33-5-7-77-3-7- ~~~~ -| 

xE|-0---------------3-33-0-3- ~~~~ -0------------------------ ~~~~ -| 
 

xA|-7-7-12-12-10-12-7-7--7-7-77---------------------3-33- ~~ -3-3-0-0---0-| 

xE|-----------------------------8-5- ~~~~ -0-1-11-1------ ~~ ---------3---| 

{Capo 1 – original in Bbm} 
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Girl From The North Country  { 1969 }  

{ written by : Bob Dylan }    
 

Intro:  [G] [Bm] [C] [G] [G] [G] [G] 
 
[G] If you're travelin' [Bm] … [C] to the north country [G] fair, 
[G] Where the winds hit [Bm] heavy … [C] on the border-[G]-line, 
[G] Remember [Bm] me … [C] to one who lives [G] there 
[G] She once [Bm] was … [C] a true love of [G] mine 
  
[G] See for [Bm] me … that her [C] hair hanging [G] down, 
[G] Big curls and [Bm] falls … [C] all down her [G] breast 
[G] See for [Bm] me … that her [C] hair’s hanging [G] down, 
[G] That's the [Bm] way … I re-[C]-member her [G] best 
  
[G] Well, if you [Bm] go … [C] when the snowflakes [G] falls, 
[G] When the rivers [Bm] freeze … [C] and summer [G] ends, 
[G] Please see for [Bm] me if she’s wearing a [C] coat so [G] warm, 
[G] To keep her [Bm] from … the [C] howlin' [G] winds 
  
[G] If you're [Bm] travelin' … in the [C] north country [G] fair, 
[G] Where the winds hit [Bm] heavy … on the [C] border-[G]-line, 
[G] Please say hell-[Bm]-o … to [C] one who lives [G] there 
[G] For she once [Bm] was … a [C] true love of [G] mine 
  
[G] [Bm] [C] [G] [G] [Bm] [C] [G]  
 
[G] If you're [Bm] travelin' … in the [C] north country [G] fair, 
[G] Where the winds hit [Bm] heavy … on the [C] border-[G]-line, 
[G] Remember [Bm] me … to [C] one who lives [G] there 
<G> She once <Bm> was … a <C> true … love … of … [G] mine 
  
[Bm] … True love of [C] mine ... True love of [G] mine … 
True love of [Bm] mine … True love of [C] mine … True love of [G] mine … 
True love of [Bm] mine … She once [C] was … A true love of <G> mine 
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Give My Love To Rose  { 1957 } 

{ written by : Johnny Cash }    
 

Intro:  xA|-0—2--3--4---4-4-3---2---0-| 

                                                                  [A] / / / | [A] / / / | [A] / / / | [A] / / / | 
 
I [A] found him by the [E] railroad track this [A] morning 
[A] I could see that [E] he was nearly [A] dead 
[D] I knelt down beside him and I [A] listened 
Just to [B7] hear the words the dying fellow [E] said 
  
He said they [A] let me out of [E] prison out in [A] Frisco 
For [A] ten long years I [E] paid for what I'd [A] done 
I was [D] trying .. to get back .. to Louisi-[A]-ana 
To [E] see my Rose and get to know my [A] son 
  

[D] Give my love to Rose, please won't you [A] mister 
[E] Take her all my money … tell her [A] buy some pretty clothes 
[D] Tell my boy that daddy's so proud of [A] him 
And [E] don't forget to give my love to [A] Rose 

  
xA|-0—2--3--4---4-4-3---2---0-| 

                         [A]  /   /   /  [E]  /   /   /  [A]  /  /  /  [A]  /  /  /  [A]  /  /  /  [A]  /  /  / 
 
Won’t you [A] tell them I said [E] thanks for waiting [A] for me 
[A] Tell my boy to [E] help his mom at [A] home 
[D] Tell my Rose to try to find a-[A]-nother 
Cause [B7] it ain't right that she should live a-[E]-lone 
  
[A] Mister here's a [E] bag with all my [A] money 
[A] It won't last them [E] long the way it [A] goes 
[D] God bless you for finding me this [A] morning 
Now [E] don't forget to give my love to [A] Rose 
  

[D] Give my love to Rose, please won't you [A] mister 
[E] Take her all my money … tell her [A] buy some pretty clothes 
[D] Tell my boy that daddy's so proud of [A] him 

And [E] don't forget to give my love to (xA|-4—3--2-|) <A> Rose 
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Hey Porter  { 1955 } 

{ written by : Johnny Cash }    
 

Intro:  [F] [F] [F] [F]  
 
Hey [F] Porter, Hey Porter, would you tell me the time? 
How much longer will it be 'til we cross that [G7] Mason Dixon [C7] Line? 
At [F] daylight will you tell that engineer to slow it [Bb] down 
Or better still, just [F] stop the train 'cause [C7] I want to look a-[F]-round [F] 
  
Hey [F] Porter, Hey Porter, what time did you say? 
How much longer will it be 'till I can [G7] see the light of [C7] day? 
When [F] we hit Dixie will you tell that engineer to ring his [Bb] bell; 
And ask everybody that [F] ain't asleep to [C7] stand right up and [F] yell [F] 
  
[F] [F] [F] [F] [F] [F] [G7] [C7]  
[F] [F] [F] [Bb] [Bb] [F] [C7] [F] [F] 
 
Hey [F] Porter, Hey Porter, it’s getting light outside 
This old train is puffin' smoke and I [G7] have to strain my [C7] eyes 
But [F] ask that engineer if he will blow his whistle [Bb] please, 
‘Cause I smell frost on [F] cotton leaves, and I [C7] feel that Southern [F] breeze [F] 
  
Hey [F] Porter, Hey Porter, please get my bags for me, 
I need nobody to tell me now that [G7] we're in Tenne-[C7]-ssee 
Go [F] tell that engineer to make that lonesome whistle [Bb] scream 
We're not so far from [F] home so take it [C7] easy on the [F] steam [F] 
  
[F] [F] [F] [F] [F] [F] [G7] [C7]  
[F] [F] [F] [Bb] [Bb] [F] [C7] [F] [F] 
  
Hey [F] Porter, Hey Porter, please open up my door 
When they stop this train I'm gonna get off first cause [G7] I can't wait no [C7] more        
Tell that [F] engineer I say, "Thanks a lot, I didn't mind the [Bb] fare 
I'm gonna set my feet on [F] Southern soil and [C7] breathe that Southern [F] air" 
  
[F] [F] [F] [F] [F] [F] [F] <F><F><F> 
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Hurt  { 2002 } 

{ written by : Trent Reznor }    
 

Intro:  <Am> / / / | <C> / <D> / | <Am> / / / | <C> / <D> / | 
 
‹Am› … I ‹C› hurt my-‹D›-self to-‹Am›-day … to ‹C› see if ‹D› I still ‹Am› feel … 
I ‹C› focus ‹D› on the ‹Am› pain … the ‹C› only ‹D› thing that’s ‹Am› real … 
The ‹C› needle ‹D› tears a ‹Am› hole … the ‹C› old fa-‹D›-miliar ‹Am› sting … 
Try to ‹C› kill it ‹D› all a-‹Am›-way … but I re-‹C›-member ‹D› every-[G]-thing 
  

[Am] What have I be-[F]-come … [C] my sweetest [G] friend 
[Am] Every-one I [F] know, goes a-[C]-way in the [G] end 
And [Am] you could have it [F] all, [C] my empire of [G] dirt 
[Am] I will let you [F] down … [G] I will make you ‹Am› hurt / / / ‹C› / ‹D› / 
<Am> / / / <C> / <D> / 

  
‹Am› … I ‹C› wear this ‹D› crown of ‹Am› thorns … u-‹C›-pon my ‹D› liars ‹Am› chair … 
‹C› Full of ‹D› broken ‹Am› thoughts … ‹C› I can-‹D›-not re-‹Am›-pair … 
Be-‹C›-neath the ‹D› stains of ‹Am› time … the ‹C› feeling ‹D› disa-‹Am›-ppears … 
‹C› You are ‹D› someone ‹Am› else … ‹C› I am ‹D› still right [G] here 
  

[Am] What have I be-[F]-come … [C] my sweetest [G] friend 
[Am] Every-one I [F] know, goes a-[C]-way in the [G] end 
And [Am] you could have it [F] all, [C] my empire of [G] dirt 
[Am] I will let you [F] down … [G] I will make you hurt  
If [Am] I could start again [F] … a [G] million miles away 
[Am] I would keep my-[F]-self … ‹G› I would find a way 

  
 
 

             
 
 

 

  

Intro: 

xA|-------------0------0-|  

xE|-----0-----0------2---| 

xC|---0-----0------2-----| 

xG|-2--------------------| 
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I Got Stripes  { 1959 } 

{ written by : Charlie Williams, Johnny Cash }    
 

Intro:  [C] / / / | [C] / / / |  
 
On a [C] Monday … I was a-[G]-rrested  (uh-huh) 
On a Tuesday, they locked me in the [C] jail  (poor boy) 
On a Wednesday … my trial was a-[G]-ttested 
On a Thursday, they said guilty and the judge's gavel [C] fell 
  

I got stripes, stripes around my [G] shoulders 
I got chains, chains around my [C] feet 
I got stripes, stripes around my [G] shoulders, 
And them chains, them chains, they're about to drag me [C] down  

 
On a Monday … I got my stripe-ed [G] britches  (uh-huh) 
On a Tuesday, I got my ball and [C] chain  (poor boy) 

On a Wednesday … I'm working digging [G] ditches  
On a Thursday, Lord, I begged them not to knock me down a-[C]-gain 
  

I got stripes, stripes around my [G] shoulders 
I got chains, chains around my [C] feet 
I got stripes, stripes around my [G] shoulders, 
And them chains, them chains, they're about to drag me [C] down [D] 

 
On a Monday … my mama come to [A] see me  (uh-huh) 
On a Tuesday, they caught me with a [D] file  (poor boy) 

On a Wednesday … I'm down in soli-[A]-tary 
On a Thursday, Lord, I start on bread and water for a [D] while.  
  

I got stripes, stripes around my [A] shoulders 
I got chains, chains around my [D] feet 
I got stripes, stripes around my [A] shoulders, 
And them chains, them chains, they're about to drag me [D] down 

 
I got stripes, stripes around my [A] shoulders 
I got chains, chains around my [D] feet 
I got stripes, stripes around my [A] shoulders, 
And them chains, them chains, they're ‘bout to drag me <D> down   (slowing) 
 
 

             

  

{Capo 1 – original in Db} 
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I Still Miss Someone  { 1958 } 

{ written by : Johnny Cash, Roy Cash }    
 

Intro:  [Eb] / / / | [F] / / / | [Bb] / / / | / / 
 
At my [Bb] door the [Eb] leaves are [F] falling 
The [Eb] cold wild [F] wind will [Bb] come 
[Bb] Sweethearts walk [Eb] by to-[F]-gether 
And [Eb] I still [F] miss some-[Bb]-one 
  
I [Bb] go out [Eb] on a [F] party 
And [Eb] look for a [F] little [Bb] fun 
But I [Bb] find a [Eb] darkened [F] corner 
'Cause [Eb] I still [F] miss some-[Bb]-one 
  

No, I [Eb] never got [F] over those [Bb] blue eyes 
I [Eb] see them [F] every-[Bb]-where 
I [Eb] miss those [F] arms that [Bb] held me 
When [Eb] all the [F] love was [Bb] there 

  
I [Bb] wonder [Eb] if she's [F] sorry 
For [Eb] leaving what [F] we'd be-[Bb]-gun 
There's [Bb] someone [Eb] for me [F] somewhere 
And [Eb] I still [F] miss some-[Bb]-one 
 
[Eb] [F] [Bb] [Bb] [Eb] [F] [Bb] [Bb] 
 

No, I [Eb] never got [F] over those [Bb] blue eyes 
I [Eb] see them [F] every-[Bb]-where 
I [Eb] miss those [F] arms that [Bb] held me 
When [Eb] all the [F] love was [Bb] there 

  
I [Bb] wonder [Eb] if she's [F] sorry 
For [Eb] leaving what [F] we'd be-[Bb]-gun 
There's [Bb] someone [Eb] for me [F] somewhere 
And [Eb] I still [F] miss some-[Bb]-one [Bb]   
[Eb] (I still [F] miss some-<Bb>-one) (slowing) 
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I’ve Been Everywhere  { 1996 } 

{ written by : Geoff Mack }    
 

<E> I was totin' my pack along the <E> dusty Winnemucca road,  
When <E> along came a semi with a <E> high and canvas-covered load 
"If you're <E> going to Winnemucca, Mack, with <E> me you can ride" 
And so I <E> climbed into the cab and then I <E> settled down inside 
<B7> He asked me if I'd seen a road with <B7> so much dust and sand 
And I said, <E> "Listen, I've travelled every road in this here land" 
  

[E] I've been everywhere, man, I've been everywhere, man 
[A] Crossed the deserts bare, man, I've [E] breathed the mountain air, man 
Of [B7] travel I've had my share, man, [E] I've been everywhere 

  
I've been to [E] Reno, Chicago, Fargo, Minnesota,  
[E] Buffalo, Toronto, Winslow, Sarasota, 
[A] Wichita, Tulsa, Ottawa, Oklahoma, 
[E] Tampa, Panama, Mattawa, La Paloma, 
[B7] Bangor, Baltimore, Salvador, Amarillo, 
[E] Tocapillo, Baranquilla, and Perdilla, I'm a killer 
  

[E] I've been everywhere, man, I've been everywhere, man 
[A] Crossed the deserts bare, man, I've [E] breathed the mountain air, man 
Of [B7] travel I've had my share, man, [E] I've been everywhere 

  
I've been to [E] Boston, Charleston, Dayton, Louisiana, 
[E] Washington, Houston, Kingston, Texarkana,  
[A] Monterey, Faraday, Santa Fe, Tallapoosa, 
[E] Glen Rock, Black Rock, Little Rock, Oskaloosa, 
[B7] Tennessee, Hennessey, Chicopee, Spirit Lake, 
[E] Grand Lake, Devils Lake, Crater Lake, for Pete's sake 
  

[E] I've been everywhere, man, I've been everywhere, man 
[A] Crossed the deserts bare, man, I've [E] breathed the mountain air, man 
Of [B7] travel I've had my share, man, [E] I've been everywhere 

  
I've been to [E] Louisville, Nashville, Knoxville, Ombabika, 
[E] Schefferville, Jacksonville, Waterville, Costa Rica, 
[A] Pittsfield, Springfield, Bakersfield, Shreveport, 
[E] Hackensack, Cadillac, Fond du Lac, Davenport, 
[B7] Idaho, Jellico, Argentina, Diamantina, 
[E] Pasadena, Catalina, see what I mean-a. 
  

[E] I've been everywhere, man, I've been everywhere, man 
[A] Crossed the deserts bare, man, I've [E] breathed the mountain air, man 
Of [B7] travel I've had my share, man, [E] I've been everywhere 

  
I've been to [E] Pittsburgh, Parkersburg, Gravelbourg, Colorado, 
[E] Ellisburg, Rexburg, Vicksburg, Eldorado, 
[A] Larimore, Admore, Haverstraw, Chatanika, 
[E] Chaska, Nebraska, Alaska, Opelika, 
[B7] Baraboo, Waterloo, Kalamazoo, Kansas City, 
[E] Sioux City, Cedar City, Dodge City, what a pity. 
  

[E] I've been everywhere, man, I've been everywhere, man 
[A] Crossed the deserts bare, man, I've [E] breathed the mountain air, man 
Of [B7] travel I've had my share, man, [E] I've been everywhere [E]  
[E] I've been everywhere [E] [E] <E> 
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I Walk The Line  { 1956 }  

{ written by : Johnny Cash }    
 

Intro:  [A] / / / [D] / / / [A] / / / [E] / / / [B7] / / / [E] / / / [E] / / / [E] / / / [E] / / / 
 
I keep a [B7] close watch on this heart of [E] mine 
I keep my [B7] eyes wide open all the [E] time 
I keep the [A] ends out for the tie that [E] binds 
Because you're [B7] mine … I walk the [E] line 
 
[A] / / / | [A] / / / | [A] / / / | [A] / / / | 
 
I find it [E7] very, very easy to be [A] true 
I find my-[E7]-self a-lone when each day is [A] through 
Yes, I'll a-[D]-dmit that I'm a fool for [A] you 
Because you're [E7] mine … I walk the [A] line 
  
[D] / / / | [D] / / / | [D] / / / | [D] / / / | 
  
As sure as [A7] night is dark and day is [D] light 
I keep you [A7] on my mind both day and [D] night 
And happi-[G]-ness I've known proves that it's [D] right 
Because you're [A7] mine … I walk the [D] line 
  
[A] / / / | [A] / / / | [A] / / / | [A] / / / | 
 
You've got a [E7] way to keep me on your [A] side 
You give me [E7] cause for love that I can't [A] hide 
For you I [D] know I'd even try to turn the [A] tide 
Because you're [E7] mine … I walk the [A] line 
  
[E] / / / | [E] / / / | [E] / / / | [E] / / / | 
 
I keep a [B7] close watch on this heart of [E] mine 
I keep my [B7] eyes wide open all the [E] time 
I keep the [A] ends out for the tie that [E] binds 
Because you're [B7] mine … I walk the [E] line 
 
[E] / / / | [E] / / / | [E] / / / | [E] / <E> 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Intro 

xA|-------|-0----0--0-2-4-|-5--0--5--5-4-2-|-0--7--0--0-----|----2--2-------| 

xE|-0-2-4-|---0-----------|----------------|------------4-2-|-0-------0-2-0-| 

 

 

xA|-2--6--2-0----|----0-----0-----0-- ... 

xD|----------4-2-|-0-----0-----0----- ...  

{Capo 1 – original in Bb} 
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If I Were A Carpenter  { 1970 } 

{ written by : Tim Hardin }    
 

Intro:  [A] / / / | [A] / / / | [A] / / 
 
(Johnny)  If I were a [G] carpenter, [D] and you were a [A] lady, 

     Would you marry me [G] anyway, [D] would you have my [A] baby? 
(June)     If you were a [G] carpenter, [D] and I were a [A] lady, 
     I'd marry you [G] anyway, [D] I would have your [A] baby 
(Johnny)  If a tinker [G] was my trade, [D] would I still find [A] you? 
(June)      I'd be carrying the [G] pots you made, [D] following be-[A]-hind you 
  

(both) [G] Save your love through [A] loneliness,  

  [D] Save your love through [A] sorrow 
(Johnny) I gave you my [G] oneliness,  
(both)  [D] give me your to-[A]-morrow 

  
[G] [D] [A] [A]  (x4) 
  
(Johnny)  If I were a [G] miller, [D] and a mill wheel [A] grinding 

     Would you miss your [G] coloured blouse, [D] and your soft shoe [A] shining? 
(June)     If you were a [G] miller, [D] and a mill wheel [A] grinding 
     I'd not miss my [G] coloured blouse, [D] and my soft shoe [A] shining 
  

(both)  [G] Save your love through [A] loneliness,  
  [D] Save your love through [A] sorrow 
(Johnny) I gave you my [G] oneliness,  
(both)  [D] give me your to-[A]-morrow 

  
[G] [D] [A] [A] (x2) 
 
(Johnny)  If I worked my [G] hands in wood, [D] would you still [A] love me? 
(June)      I'd answer you [G] “Yes I would”,  
(Johnny)  [D] And would you not be a-[A]-bove me? 

     If I were a [G] carpenter, [D] and you were a [A] lady, 
(June)     I'd marry you [G] anyway, [D] I would have your [A] baby 
  

(both)  [G] Save your love through [A] loneliness,  

  [D] Save your love through [A] sorrow 
(Johnny) I gave you my [G] oneliness,  
(both)  [D] give me your to-[A]-morrow 

 
[G] [D] [A] [A] (x4) <G> <D> <A> 
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Jackson  { 1967 } 

{ written by : Billy Edd Wheeler and Jerry Leiber }    
 

Intro:   [C] [C] [C] [C] 
 
(both)   [C] We got married in a fever … hotter than a pepper sprout 

   We've been talking 'bout .. Jackson, [C7] ever since the fire went out 
(Johnny) [C] I'm going to [F] Jackson … I’m gonna mess a-[C]-round 
   Yeah, I'm going to [F] Jackson … [G7] look out Jackson [C] town 
  
(June)   [C] Well, go on down to Jackson … go ahead and wreck your health 
   Go play your hand, you big talking man, and make a [C7] big fool of yourself 
   [C] Yeah, go to [F] Jackson … go comb your [C] hair 
(Johnny) Yeah, I'm gonna snow ball [F] Jackson … (June) [G7] see if I [C] care 
  
(Johnny) When [C] I breeze into that city … people gonna stoop and bow 
   All them women gonna make me … [C7] teach 'em what they don't know how 
   [C] I'm going to [F] Jackson … you turn ‘n’ loosen my [C] coat, 
   ‘Cause I'm going to [F] Jackson … (June)  [G7] goodbye, that's all she [C] wrote 
  
(June)   Well they’ll [C] laugh at you in Jackson … and I'll be dancing on a pony keg 
   They'll lead you round town like a scalded hound,  
   With your [C7] tail tucked between your legs 
   [C] Yeah, go to [F] Jackson … you big talking [C] man 
   And I'll be waiting in [F] Jackson … [G7] behind my jaypan [C] fan 
  
(both)   [C] We got married in a fever … hotter than a pepper sprout 

   We've been talking 'bout .. Jackson [C7] ever since the fire went out 
   [C] I'm going to [F] Jackson … and that's a [C] fact 
   Yeah, we’re going to [F] Jackson… [G7] ain't never coming [C] back [C] / <C> 
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Long Black Veil  { 1965 } 

{ written by : Marijohn Wilkin, Danny Dill}    
 

Intro:    [C] / / /  
 
[C] Ten years ago, on a cold dark night 
[G7] Someone was killed, ‘neath the [F] town hall [C] lights 
There were few at the scene, but they all agreed 
That the [G7] slayer who ran looked a [F] lot like [C] me / /  
  

Now she [F] walks these [C] hills in a [F] long black [C] veil 
She [F] visits my [C] grave when the [F] night winds [C] wail / / / [C] / 
Nobody knows, [F] nobody [C] sees  
[F] Nobody [G7] knows but [C] me / / / 

 
The [C] scaffold was high, and eternity near 
[G7] She stood in the crowd, and [F] shed not a [C] tear  
But sometimes at night, when the cold wind moans 
In a [G7] long black veil she [F] cries o’er my [C] bones 
  

She [F] walks these [C] hills in a [F] long black [C] veil 
She [F] visits my [C] grave when the [F] night winds [C] wail / / / [C] / 
Nobody knows, [F] nobody [C] sees  
[F] Nobody [G7] knows but [C] me / / / 

  
The [C] judge said son, what is your alibi 
If you were [G7] somewhere else, then [F] you won't have to [C] die 
I spoke not a word, though it meant my life 
I’d [G7] been in the arms of my [F] best friend's [C] wife  
  

She [F] walks these [C] hills in a [F] long black [C] veil 
She [F] visits my [C] grave when the [F] night winds [C] wail / / / [C] / 
Nobody knows, [F] nobody [C] sees  
[F] Nobody [G7] knows but [C] me / / / 

  
Nobody knows, [F] nobody [C] sees  
[F] Nobody [G7] knows but [C] me / / / | / / <C> 
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One  { 2000 } 

{ written by : U2 }    
 

Intro:  [Am] / / / | [Dsus2] / / / | [Fmaj7] / / / | [G] / / / | 

 
[Am] Is it getting better [Dsus2] … [Fmaj7] or do you feel the [G] same 
[Am] Will it make it [Dsus2] easier on you now [Fmaj7] you got someone to [G] blame 
You said [C] one love, [Am] one life, [Fmaj7] when it's one need [C] in the night 
One love, we get to [Am] share it  
It [Fmaj7] leaves you baby, if you don't [C] care for it 
 
[Am] [Dsus2] [Fmaj7] [G] 
 
[Am] Did I disa-[Dsus2]-ppoint you, [Fmaj7] or leave a bad taste in your [G] mouth 
[Am] You act like you never [Dsus2] had love, [Fmaj7] and you want me to go with-[G]-out 
Well it's [C] too late [Am] tonight, [Fmaj7] to drag the past out [C] into the light 
We're one but we're [Am] not the same,  
We get to [Fmaj7] carry each other, [C] carry each other 
 
One [Am] [Dsus2] [Fmaj7] [G] 
   
[Am] Have you come here for for-[Dsus2]-giveness 
[Fmaj7] Have you come to raise the [G] dead 
[Am] Have you come here to play [Dsus2] Jesus  
[Fmaj7] To the lepers in your [G] head 
Did I [C] ask too much, [Am] more than a lot,  
[Fmaj7] You gave me nothing now [C] .. it's all I got 
We're one but we're [Am] not the same,  
But we [Fmaj7] hurt each other, and we’re [C] doing it again, you say 
   
[C] Love is a temple, [Am] love the higher law 
[C] Love is a temple, [Am] love the higher law 
You [C] ask me to enter, [G] but then you make me crawl 
And I can't be holding on [Fmaj7] to what you got, when all you got is [C] hurt 
      
One love, [Am] One blood, [Fmaj7] One life you got to [C] do what you should 
One life with each [Am] other, [Fmaj7] sisters, [C] brothers 
One life but we're [Am] not the same,  
We get to [Fmaj7] carry each other, [C] carry each other 
One [C] [Am] One [Fmaj7] [C] 
One [C] [Am] [Fmaj7] One [C] / <C> 
 
 

                  



UkeTunes 
 

Johnny Cash  (v1.0)                                    (https://uketunes.wordpress.com/) Page 26 

 

Ring Of Fire  { 1963 } 

{ written by : June Carter, Merle Kilgoreh }    
 

Intro:  [G] /// | [C] / | [G] /// | [G] /// | [G] /// | [D] / | [G] /// | [G] /// | 
 
[G] Love … is a [C] burning [G] thing /// [C] / [G] /// [G] /// 
And it [G] makes … a [D] fiery [G] ring /// [D] / [G] /// [G] /// 
[G] Bound … by [C] wild de-[G]-sire /// [C] / [G] /// [G] /// 
[G] I fell in … to a [D] ring of [G] fire /// [G] /// 
  

[D] I fell in to a [C] burning ring of [G] fire 
I went [D] down, down, down, and the [C] flames went [G] higher 
And it burns, burns, burns 
The [D] ring of [G] fire, the [D] ring of [G] fire 

  
[G] /// | [C] / | [G] /// | [G] /// | [G] /// | [D] / | [G] /// | [G] /// | 
[G] /// | [C] / | [G] /// | [G] /// | [G] /// | [D] / | [G] /// | [G] /// | 
  

[D] I fell in to a [C] burning ring of [G] fire 
I went [D] down, down, down, and the [C] flames went [G] higher 
And it burns, burns, burns 
The [D] ring of [G] fire, the [D] ring of [G] fire 

  
The [G] taste … of [C] love is [G] sweet /// [C] / [G] /// [G] /// 
When [G] hearts … like [D] ours [G] meet /// [D] / [G] /// [G] /// 
I [G] fell for you [C] like a [G] child /// [C] / [G] /// [G] /// 
 [G] Oh … but the [D] fire went [G] wild /// [G] /// 
  

[D] I fell in to a [C] burning ring of [G] fire 
I went [D] down, down, down, and the [C] flames went [G] higher 
And it burns, burns, burns 
The [D] ring of [G] fire, the [D] ring of [G] fire 

  
[D] I fell in to a [C] burning ring of [G] fire 
I went [D] down, down, down, and the [C] flames went [G] higher 
And it burns, burns, burns 
The [D] ring of [G] fire, the [D] ring of [G] fire 

  
And it burns, burns, burns 
The [D] ring of [G] fire, the [D] ring of [G] fire 
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Solitary Man  { 2000 } 

{ written by : Neil Diamondl }    
 

Intro:  [F#m] [F#m]  
 
[F#m] Belinda was [Bm] mine .. 'til the [A] time .. that I [F#m] found her 
[A] Holdin' [Bm] Jim … and [A] loving [Bm] him 
[F#m] Then Sue came a-[Bm]-long, loved me [A] strong, that's what [F#m] I thought 
[A] Me and [Bm] Sue … [A] but that died [Bm] too [Bm] 
  

[A] Don't know that I [D] will .. but un-[A]-til .. I can [E] find me 
A girl who’ll [D] stay .. and won't [A] play games be-[E]-hind me 
I'll be what I [F#m] am …  
[E] A solitary [F#m] man …  
[E] Solitary [F#m] man [F#m] 

  
[F#m] I've had it to [Bm] here being [A] where love's a [F#m] small word 
[A] A part time [Bm] thing, [A] a paper [Bm] ring 
[F#m] I know it's been [Bm] done having [A] one girl who [F#m] loves me 
[A] Right or [Bm] wrong, [A] weak or [Bm] strong [Bm] 
  

[A] Don't know that I [D] will but un-[A]-til I can [E] find me 
A girl who’ll [D] stay and won't [A] play games be-[E]-hind me 
I'll be what I [F#m] am …  
[E] A solitary [F#m] man …  
[E] Solitary [F#m] man [F#m] 

 
[F#m] [F#m] [Bm] [Bm] [F#m] [F#m] [Bm] [Bm] 
 

[A] Don't know that I [D] will but un-[A]-til I can [E] find me 
A girl who’ll [D] stay and won't [A] play games be-[E]-hind me 
I'll be what I [F#m] am …  
[E] A solitary [F#m] man …  
[E] A solitary [F#m] man …  
<E> Solitary man <F#m> 

 
 

             

  

{Capo 1 – original in Gm} 
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Sunday Morning Comin’ Down  { 1970 } 

{ written by : Kris Kristofferson }    
 

Intro:  [G] / / / [G] / / /  
 
Well I [G] woke up Sunday morning 
[G7] With no [C] way to hold my [D] head that didn't [G] hurt [G]  
And the [G] beer I had for breakfast wasn't [Em] bad 
So I had one more for des-[D]-sert [D]  
Then I [G] fumbled in my closet [G7] through my [C] clothes  
And found my cleanest dirty [G] shirt [Em]  
Then I [C] washed my face, and [D] combed my hair  
And [C] stumbled down the [D] stairs to meet the [D] day 
  
I'd [G] smoked my mind the night be-[G7]-fore  
With [C] cigarettes and [D] songs I'd been [G] picking [G] 
Then I [G] lit my first and watched a small kid [Em] playing  
With a can that he was [D] kicking [D] 
Then I [G] walked across the street 
And [G7] caught the [C] Sunday smell of someone's frying [G] chicken [Em]  
And Lord, it [C] took me back to [D] something  
That I [C] lost somewhere, some-[D]-how along the [G] way 
  

[G] .. On a Sunday morning [C] sidewalk 
I'm wishing lord, that I was [G] stoned 
‘Cause there's something in a [D] Sunday 
That makes the body feel a-[G]-lone 
And there's nothing short of [C] dying 
That's half as lonesome as the [G] sound 
Of the sleeping city [D] sidewalks 
And Sunday morning coming [G] down [G] 

  
In the [G] park I saw a daddy 
[G7] With a [C] laughing little [D] girl that he was [G] swinging [G]  
And I [G] stopped beside a Sunday school 
And [Em] listened to the songs that they were [D] singing [D] 
Then I [G] headed down the street  
And [G7] somewhere [C] far away a lonely bell was [G] ringing [Em] 
And it [C] echoed through the [D] canyons 
Like our [C] disappearing [D] dreams of yester-[G]-day 
  

[G] .. On a Sunday morning [C] sidewalk 
I'm wishing lord, that I was [G] stoned 
‘Cause there's something in a [D] Sunday 
That makes the body feel a-[G]-lone 
And there's nothing short of [C] dying 
That's half as lonesome as the [G] sound 
Of the sleeping city [D] sidewalks 
And Sunday morning coming <G> down (slowing) 

{Capo 1 – original in Ab} 
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A Thing Called Love  { 1971 } 

{ written by : Jerry Reed }    
 

Intro:  [C] / / / | [Bb] (Ooooo | [F] Love … A thing called | [G] love) / / / |  
 
Six foot [C] six he stood on the ground, 
He weighed two hundred and thirty five pounds 
But I saw that [Dm] giant of a man brought [G] down to his knees by [C] love / / / | / / / / | 
He was the kind of a [C] man who would gamble on love 
Look you in the eye and never back up 
But I saw him [Dm] crying like a little whipped [G] pup, because of [C] love 
  

You can't see it with your [C] eyes, hold it in your [F] hand 
But like the [Em] wind that covers our [Am] land 
Strong enough to [F] rule the heart of every [Dm] man, this thing called [G] love 
It can lift you [C] up, never let you [F] down 
Take your [Em] world and turn it all a-[Am]-round / / / | / / 
Ever since [C] time nothing’s ever been [G] found that is stronger than [C] love 
[Bb] (Ooooo | [F] Love … A thing called | [G] love) / / / | 

  
Most men are like [C] me they struggle and doubt,  
They trouble their minds day in and day out 
Too busy with [Dm] living to worry a-[G]-bout a little word like [C] love [C] 
  
But when I see a [C] mother's tenderness, 
As she holds her young close to her breast 
Then I thank [Dm] God that the worlds been [G] blessed with a thing called [C] love 
  

You can't see it with your [C] eyes, hold it in your [F] hand 
But like the [Em] wind that covers our [Am] land 
Strong enough to [F] rule the heart of every [Dm] man, this thing called [G] love 
It can lift you [C] up, never let you [F] down 
Take your [Em] world and turn it all a-[Am]-round / / / | / / 
Ever since [C] time nothing’s ever been [G] found that is stronger than [C] love 
Ever since [C] time nothing’s ever been [G] found that is stronger than [C] love 
[Bb] (Ooooo | [F] Love … A thing called | [C] love) / / / | / / / <C> 
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Wanted Man  { 1969 } 

{ written by : Bob Dylan, Johnny Cash }    
 

Intro:  [D] / / / [Em] / / / [A] / / / [G] / [D] / 
 
Wanted [D] man in California, wanted [Em] man in Buffalo 
Wanted [A] man in Kansas City, wanted [G] man in O-hi-[D]-o 
Wanted [D] man in Mississippi, wanted [Em] man in old Cheyenne 
Wher-[A]-ever you might look tonight you might [G] see this wanted [D] man 
  
I might [D] be in Colorado, or [Em] Georgia by the sea, 
Working [A] for some man who may not know at [G] all who I might [D] be 
If you [D] ever see me coming, and if [Em] you know who I am 
Don't you [A] breathe it to no-body 'cause you [G] know I'm on the [D] lam 
  
Wanted [D] man by Lucy Watson, wanted [Em] man by Jeannie Brown 
Wanted [A] man by Nellie Johnson, wanted [G] man in this next [D] town 
Well I've [D] had all that I wanted of a [Em] lot of things I've had 
And a [A] lot more than I needed of some [G] things that turned out [D] bad 
  
[D] / / / [Em] / / / [A] / / / [G] / [D] / 
[D] / / / [Em] / / / [A] / / / [G] / [D] / 
 
I got [D] side-tracked in El Paso, stopped to [Em] get myself a map 
Went the [A] wrong way in Juarez with Juan-[G]-ita on my [D] lap 
Then I [D] went to sleep in Shreveport, woke [Em] up in Abilene 
Wondering [A] why the hell I'm wanted at some [G] town half way be-[D]-tween 
  
Wanted [D] man in Albuquerque, wanted [Em] man in Syracuse 
Wanted [A] man in Tallahassee, wanted [G] man in Baton [D] Rouge 
There's some-[D]-body set to grab me any-[Em]-where that I might be 
And wher-[A]-ever you might look tonight, you might [G] get a glimpse of [D] me 
 
Wanted [D] man in California, wanted [Em] man in Buffalo 
Wanted [A] man in Kansas City, wanted [G] man in O-hi-[D]-o 
Wanted [D] man in Mississippi, wanted [Em] man in old Cheyenne 
Wher-[A]-ever you might look tonight you might [G] see this wanted <D> man <D><D> 
 
 

             
 

 

 
 

 
 

Intro / Solo: 

xA|-----5-55---5-55-5--7-77-5-7----4--7-77-4-77-9-7-5-55---5-| 

xE|-5-7------7-------7-----------5-----------------------7---| 
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Wayfaring Stranger  { 2000 } 

{ Folk Spiritual }    
 

Intro: [Am] [Am] [Am] [Am] [Dm] [E] [Am] [Am]  
 
I’m just a [Am] poor … wayfaring stranger 
Traveling [Dm] through … this world be-[Am]-low 
There is no [Am] sickness … no toil, nor danger 
In that bright [Dm] land … [E] to which I [Am] go 
 

I'm going [F] there … to see my [C] Father 
And all my [F] loved ones … who’ve gone [E] on 
I’m just [Am] go--ing over Jordan 
I’m just [Dm] go--[E]-ing over [Am] home 

 
[Am] [Am] [Am] [Am] [Dm] [Dm] [Am] [Am] 
[Am] [Am] [Am] [Am] [Dm] [E] [Am] [Am] 
 
I know dark [Am] clouds … will gather round me 
I know my [Dm] way … is hard and [Am] steep 
But beauteous [Am] fields … arise before me 
Where God’s re-[Dm]-deemed … [E] their vigils [Am] keep 
 

I'm going [F] there … to see my [C] Mother 
She said she’d [F] meet me … when I [E] come 
So I’m just [Am] go--ing over Jordan 
I’m just [Dm] go--[E]-ing over [Am] home 
I’m just [Am] go--ing over Jordan 
I’m just [Dm] go--[E]-ing over <Am> home 
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Johnny Cash – A Timeline 
(Adapted from Popular Timelines – https://populartimelines.com/timeline/Johnny-Cash) 

 

February 26th, 1932 
Johnny Cash was born on February 26th, 1932, in Kingsland, Arkansas, to Carrie Cloveree (née Rivers) and 
Ray Cash. He was the fourth of seven children, who were in birth order: Roy, Margaret Louise, Jack, J. R., 
Reba, Joanne, and Tommy (who also became a successful country artist). He was primarily of English and 
Scottish descent; Cash's paternal grandmother also claimed Cherokee ancestry.  

March 1935 
In March 1935, when Cash was three years old, the family settled in Dyess, Arkansas, a New Deal colony 
established to give poor families the opportunity to work land that they may later own. From the age of 
five, Cash worked in cotton fields with his family, singing with them as they worked. The Cash farm in 
Dyess experienced a flood, which led Cash later to write the song "Five Feet High and Rising". His family's 
economic and personal struggles during the Great Depression inspired many of his songs, especially those 
about other people facing similar difficulties. Consequently, Cash had sympathy for the poor and working 
class throughout his life. 

May 13th, 1944 
On Saturday, May 13th, 1944, Cash's older brother Jack, with whom he was close, was seriously injured in 
an accident at his job in a high school. He was pulled into an unguarded table saw while cutting oak into 
fence posts, and was almost cut in two. He died from his injuries a week later. Cash often spoke of the 
guilt he felt over this incident; according to Cash: The Autobiography, his father was away that morning, 
but Johnny, his mother, and even Jack himself, all had premonitions or a sense of foreboding about that 
day. His mother urged Jack to skip work and go fishing with his brother, but he insisted on working as the 
family needed the money. On his deathbed, Jack said he had visions of heaven and angels. Decades later, 
Cash spoke of looking forward to meeting his brother in heaven. 

July 7th, 1950 
Cash enlisted in the United States Air Force on July 7th, 1950. After basic training at Lackland Air Force 
Base and technical training at Brooks Air Force Base, both in San Antonio, Texas, Cash was assigned to the 
12th Radio Squadron Mobile of the U.S. Air Force Security Service at Landsberg, Germany. He worked as a 
Morse code operator intercepting Soviet Army transmissions. While at Landsberg he created his first 
band, "The Landsberg Barbarians". On July 3, 1954, he was honourably discharged as a staff sergeant, and 
he returned to Texas. During his military service, he acquired a distinctive scar on the right side of his jaw 
as a result of surgery to remove a cyst. 

July 18th, 1951 
On July 18th, 1951, while in Air Force training, Cash met 17-year-old Italian-American Vivian Liberto at a 
roller skating rink in her native San Antonio. They dated for three weeks until Cash was deployed to 
Germany for a three-year tour. During that time, the couple exchanged hundreds of pages of love letters. 
On August 7th, 1954, one month after his discharge, they were married at St. Ann's Roman Catholic 
Church in San Antonio. The ceremony was performed by her uncle, Vincent Liberto. They had four 
daughters: Rosanne, Kathy, Cindy, and Tara. In 1961, Johnny moved his family to a hilltop home 
overlooking Casitas Springs, California, a small town south of Ojai on Highway 33. He had previously 
moved his parents to the area to run a small trailer park called the Johnny Cash Trailer Park. Johnny's 
drinking led to several run-ins with local law enforcement. Liberto later said that she had filed for divorce 
in 1966 because of Cash's severe drug and alcohol abuse, as well as constant touring, affairs with other 
women, and his close relationship with June Carter. Their four daughters were then raised by their 
mother. 

https://populartimelines.com/timeline/Johnny-Cash
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1954 
In 1954, Cash and Vivian moved to Memphis, Tennessee, where he had sold appliances while studying to 
be a radio announcer. At night, he played with guitarist Luther Perkins and bassist Marshall Grant. Perkins 
and Grant were known as the Tennessee Two. Cash worked up the courage to visit the Sun Records 
studio, hoping to get a recording contract. He auditioned for Sam Phillips by singing mostly gospel songs, 
only to learn from the producer that he no longer recorded gospel music. Phillips was rumoured to have 
told Cash to "go home and sin, then come back with a song I can sell", although in a 2002 interview, Cash 
denied that Phillips made any such comment. Cash eventually won over the producer with new songs 
delivered in his early rockabilly style. In 1955, Cash made his first recordings at Sun, "Hey Porter" and 
"Cry! Cry! Cry!", which were released in late June and met with success on the country hit parade. 

1955 
At birth, Cash was named J. R. Cash. His mother wanted to name him John and his father preferred to 
name him Ray; J.R. ended up being the only compromise they could agree on. When he enlisted in the 
United States Air Force, he was not permitted to use initials as a first name, so he changed it to John R. 
Cash. In 1955, when signing with Sun Records, he started using the name Johnny Cash. 

December 4th, 1956 
On December 4th, 1956, Elvis Presley dropped in on Phillips while Carl Perkins was in the studio cutting 
new tracks, with Jerry Lee Lewis backing him on piano. Cash was also in the studio, and the four started 
an impromptu jam session. Phillips left the tapes running and the recordings, almost half of which were 
gospel songs, survived. They have since been released under the title Million Dollar Quartet. In Cash: the 
Autobiography, Cash wrote that he was the farthest from the microphone and sang in a higher pitch to 
blend in with Elvis. 

July 1957 
Cash's next record, "Folsom Prison Blues", made the country top five. His "I Walk the Line" became 
number one on the country charts and entered the pop charts top 20. "Home of the Blues" followed, 
recorded in July 1957. That same year, Cash became the first Sun artist to release a long-playing album. 
Although he was Sun's most consistently selling and prolific artist at that time, Cash felt constrained by 
his contract with the small label. Phillips did not want Cash to record gospel, and was paying him a 3% 
royalty rather than the standard rate of 5%. Presley had already left Sun, and Phillips was focusing most 
of his attention and promotion on Lewis. 

1958 
In 1958, Cash left Phillips to sign a lucrative offer with Columbia Records. His single "Don't Take Your 
Guns to Town" became one of his biggest hits, and he recorded a collection of gospel songs for his 
second album for Columbia. However, Cash left behind a sufficient backlog of recordings with Sun that 
Phillips continued to release new singles and albums from them, featuring previously unreleased material 
until as late as 1964. Cash was in the unusual position of having new releases out on two labels 
concurrently. Sun's 1960 release, a cover of "Oh Lonesome Me", made it to number 13 on the C&W 
charts. 

January 1st, 1958 
Cash began performing concerts at prisons in the late 1950s. He played his first famous prison concert on 
January 1st, 1958, at San Quentin State Prison. These performances led to a pair of highly successful live 
albums, Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison (1968) and Johnny Cash at San Quentin (1969). Both live albums 
reached number one on Billboard country album music and the latter crossed over to reach the top of 
the Billboard pop album chart. In 1969, Cash became an international hit when he eclipsed even The 
Beatles by selling 6.5 million albums. In comparison, the prison concerts were much more successful than 
his later live albums such as Strawberry Cake recorded in London and Live at Madison Square Garden, 
which peaked at numbers 33 and 39 on the album charts, respectively. 

1964 
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In 1964, coming off the chart success of his previous album "I Walk The Line", he recorded the 
aforementioned album Bitter Tears: Ballads of the American Indian. 

August 22nd, 1964 
In reaction, on August 22nd, 1964, the singer posted a letter as an advertisement in Billboard, calling the 
record industry cowardly. "D.J.s – station managers – owners ... where are your guts?" he demands. "I 
had to fight back when I realized that so many stations are afraid of Ira Hayes. Just one question: 
WHY???" He concludes the letter, "Ira Hayes is strong medicine ... So is Rochester, Harlem, Birmingham 
and Vietnam." Cash kept promoting the song himself and used his influence on radio disc jockeys he 
knew eventually to make the song climb to number three on the country charts, while the album rose to 
number two on the album charts. 

1965 
In 1965, Cash and June Carter appeared on Pete Seeger's TV show, Rainbow Quest, on which Cash 
explained his start as an activist for Native Americans: 

May 11th, 1965 
Although Cash cultivated a romantic outlaw image, he never served a prison sentence. Despite landing in 
jail seven times for misdemeanours, he stayed only one night on each stay. On May 11th, 1965, he was 
arrested in Starkville, Mississippi, for trespassing late at night onto private property to pick flowers. (He 
used this to write the song "Starkville City Jail", which he discussed on his live At San Quentin album.) 
While on tour that year, he was arrested October 4 in El Paso, Texas, by a narcotics squad. The officers 
suspected he was smuggling heroin from Mexico, but found instead 688 Dexedrine capsules 
(amphetamines) and 475 Equanil (sedatives or tranquilizers) tablets that the singer had hidden inside his 
guitar case. Because the pills were prescription drugs rather than illegal narcotics, he received a 
suspended sentence. Cash posted a $1,500 bond and then was released until his arraignment. On 
November 2–4, 2007, the Johnny Cash Flower Pickin' Festival was held in Starkville, Mississippi, where 
Cash had been arrested more than 40 years earlier and held overnight at the city jail on May 11, 1965. 
The festival, where he was offered a symbolic posthumous pardon, honoured Cash's life and music. 

June 1965 
In June 1965, Cash's camper caught fire during a fishing trip with his nephew Damon Fielder in Los Padres 
National Forest in California, triggering a forest fire that burned several hundred acres and nearly caused 
his death. Cash claimed that the fire was caused by sparks from a defective exhaust system on his 
camper, but Fielder thinks that Cash started a fire to stay warm and in his drugged condition failed to 
notice the fire getting out of control. When the judge asked Cash why he did it, Cash said, "I didn't do it, 
my truck did, and it's dead, so you can't question it." 

1966 
In 1966, in response to his activism, the singer was adopted by the Seneca Nation's Turtle Clan. He 
performed benefits in 1968 at the Rosebud Reservation, close to the historical landmark of the massacre 
at Wounded Knee, to raise money to help build a school.  

1967 
Cash was last arrested in 1967 in Walker County, Georgia, after police found he was carrying a bag of 
prescription pills and was in a car accident. Cash attempted to bribe a local deputy, who turned the 
money down. The singer was jailed for the night in Lafayette, Georgia. Sheriff Ralph Jones released him 
after giving him a long talk, warning him about the danger of his behaviour and wasted potential. Cash 
credited that experience with helping him turn around and save his life. He later returned to Lafayette to 
play a benefit concert; it attracted 12,000 people (the city population was less than 9,000 at the time) 
and raised $75,000 for the high school. Reflecting on his past in a 1997 interview, Cash noted: "I was 
taking the pills for awhile, and then the pills started taking me." 
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Reaching a low with his severe drug addiction and destructive behaviour, Cash was divorced from his first 
wife and had performances cancelled, but he continued to find success. In 1967, Cash's duet with June 
Carter, "Jackson", won a Grammy Award. 

There is an unconfirmed story that in early 1967, Cash had a spiritual epiphany in the Nickajack Cave. The 
story says that Cash had attempted to commit suicide while under the heavy influence of drugs. He 
descended deep into the cave, trying to lose himself and "just die", but passed out on the floor. Utterly 
discouraged, he felt God's presence in his heart and struggled out of the cave (despite exhaustion) by 
following a faint light and slight breeze. To him, the incident represented his rebirth. June, Maybelle, and 
Ezra Carter moved into Cash's mansion for a month to help him get off drugs.  

1968 
Cash met singer June Carter, of the famed Carter Family while on tour, and the two became infatuated 
with each other. In 1968, 13 years after they first met backstage at the Grand Ole Opry, Cash proposed to 
June, during a live performance in London, Ontario. The couple married on March 1, 1968, in Franklin, 
Kentucky. They had one child together, John Carter Cash, born March 3, 1970. He was the only son for 
both Johnny and June. In addition to having his four daughters and John Carter, Cash also became step-
father to Carlene and Rosie; June's daughters from her first two marriages. 

Cash's journey included rediscovery of his Christian faith. He took an "altar call" in Evangel Temple, a 
small church in the Nashville area, pastored by Reverend Jimmie Rodgers Snow, son of country music 
legend Hank Snow. According to Marshall Grant, though, Cash did not completely stop using 
amphetamines in 1968. Cash did not end all drug use until 1970, staying drug-free for a period of seven 
years. Grant claims that the birth of Cash's son, John Carter Cash, inspired Cash to end his dependence. 

June 1969 
From June 1969 to March 1971, Cash starred in his own television show, The Johnny Cash Show, on the 
ABC network. Produced by Screen Gems, the show was performed at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville. 
The Statler Brothers opened for him in every episode; the Carter Family and rockabilly legend Carl Perkins 
were also part of the regular show entourage. Cash also enjoyed booking mainstream performers as 
guests; including Linda Ronstadt in her first TV appearance, Neil Young, Louis Armstrong, Neil Diamond, 
Kenny Rogers and The First Edition (who appeared four times), James Taylor, Ray Charles, Roger Miller, 
Roy Orbison, Derek and the Dominos, Joni Mitchell, and Bob Dylan. 

1970 
In 1970, Cash recorded a reading of John G. Burnett's 1890 80th-birthday essay on Cherokee removal for 
the Historical Landmarks Association (Nashville). 

When invited to perform at the White House for the first time in 1970, Richard Nixon's office requested 
that he play "Okie from Muskogee" (a satirical Merle Haggard song about people who despised youthful 
drug users and war protesters), "Welfare Cadillac" (a Guy Drake song which denies the integrity of 
welfare recipients), and "A Boy Named Sue". Cash declined to play the first two and instead selected 
other songs, including "The Ballad of Ira Hayes" (about a brave Native American World War II veteran 
who was mistreated upon his return to Arizona), and his own compositions, "What Is Truth" and "Man in 
Black". Cash wrote that the reasons for denying Nixon's song choices were not knowing them and having 
fairly short notice to rehearse them, rather than any political reason. However, Cash added, even if 
Nixon's office had given Cash enough time to learn and rehearse the songs, their choice of pieces that 
conveyed "antihippie and antiblack" sentiments might have backfired. In his remarks when introducing 
Cash, Nixon joked that one thing he had learned about the singer was one did not tell him what to sing. 

1971 
By the early 1970s, he had crystallized his public image as "The Man in Black". He regularly performed 
dressed all in black, wearing a long, black, knee-length coat. This outfit stood in contrast to the costumes 
worn by most of the major country acts in his day – rhinestone suits and cowboy boots. In 1971, Cash 
wrote the song "Man in Black" to help explain his dress code. 
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From September 15–18, 1969, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, he performed a series of four concerts at 
the New Mexico State Fair to promote the first season of The Johnny Cash Show. These live shows were 
produced with help from ABC and local concert producer Bennie Sanchez, during these sets Johnny Cash 
and Al Hurricane performed together. Also during The Johnny Cash Show era, he contributed the title 
song and other songs to the film Little Fauss and Big Halsey, which starred Robert Redford, Michael J. 
Pollard, and Lauren Hutton. The title song, "The Ballad of Little Fauss and Big Halsey", written by Carl 
Perkins, was nominated for a Golden Globe award in 1971. 

May 9th, 1971 
A troubled but devout Christian, Cash has been characterized as a "lens through which to view American 
contradictions and challenges." On May 9, 1971, he answered the altar call at Evangel Temple, an 
Assemblies of God congregation pastored by Jimmie R. Snow with outreach to people in the music world. 

1972 
Cash performed at the Österåker Prison in Sweden in 1972. The live album På Österåker (At Österåker) 
was released in 1973. "San Quentin" was recorded with Cash replacing "San Quentin" with "Österåker". 
In 1976, a concert at Tennessee State Prison was videotaped for TV broadcast, and received a belated CD 
release after Cash's death as A Concert Behind Prison Walls. 

1973 
His friendship with Billy Graham led to Cash's production of a film about the life of Jesus, The Gospel 
Road, which Cash co-wrote and narrated. It was released in 1973. Cash viewed the film as a statement of 
his personal faith rather than a means of proselytizing. 

November 22nd, 1974 
Cash and June Carter Cash appeared several times on the Billy Graham Crusade TV specials, and Cash 
continued to include gospel and religious songs on many of his albums, though Columbia declined to 
release A Believer Sings the Truth, a gospel double-LP Cash recorded in 1979 and which ended up being 
released on an independent label even with Cash still under contract to Columbia. On November 22, 
1974, CBS ran his one-hour TV special entitled Riding The Rails, a musical history of trains. 

1975 
In the mid-1970s, Cash's popularity and number of hit songs began to decline. He made commercials for 
Amoco and STP, an unpopular enterprise at the time of the 1970s energy crisis. In 1976, he made 
commercials for Lionel Trains, for which he also wrote the music. However, his first autobiography, Man 
in Black, was published in 1975 and sold 1.3 million copies. A second, Cash: The Autobiography, appeared 
in 1997. 

1977 
Cash began using amphetamines again in 1977. By 1983, he was deeply addicted again and became a 
patient at the Betty Ford Clinic in Rancho Mirage for treatment. He stayed off drugs for several years, but 
relapsed. By 1989, he was dependent and entered Nashville's Cumberland Heights Alcohol and Drug 
Treatment Center. In 1992, he started care at the Loma Linda Behavioral Medicine Center in Loma Linda, 
California, for his final rehabilitation treatment. (Several months later, his son followed him into this 
facility for treatment). 

1980 
His contributions to the genre have been recognized by the Rockabilly Hall of Fame. Cash received the 
Kennedy Center Honors in 1996 and stated that his induction into the Country Music Hall of Fame in 1980 
was his greatest professional achievement. In 2001, he was awarded the National Medal of Arts. "Hurt" 
was nominated for six VMAs at the 2003 MTV Video Music Awards. The only VMA the video won was that 
for Best Cinematography. With the video, Johnny Cash became the oldest artist ever nominated for an 
MTV Video Music Award. Justin Timberlake, who won Best Video that year for "Cry Me a River", said in 
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his acceptance speech: "This is a travesty! I demand a recount. My grandfather raised me on Johnny Cash, 
and I think he deserves this more than any of us in here tonight." 

Cash became the Country Music Hall of Fame's youngest living inductee at age 48, but during the 1980s, 
his records failed to make a major impact on the country charts, although he continued to tour 
successfully. In the mid-1980s, he recorded and toured with Waylon Jennings, Willie Nelson, and Kris 
Kristofferson as The Highwaymen, making three hit albums, which were released beginning with the 
originally titled Highwayman in 1985, followed by Highwaymen 2 in 1990, and concluding with 
Highwaymen – The Road Goes On Forever in 1995. 

1981 
During this period, Cash appeared in a number of television films. In 1981, he starred in The Pride of Jesse 
Hallam, winning fine reviews for a film that called attention to adult illiteracy. In the same year, Cash 
appeared as a "very special guest star" in an episode of the Muppet Show. In 1983, he appeared as a 
heroic sheriff in Murder in Coweta County, based on a real-life Georgia murder case, which co-starred 
Andy Griffith as his nemesis and featured June Carter in a small but important role. Cash had tried for 
years to make the film, for which he won acclaim. 

1983 
Cash relapsed into addiction after being administered painkillers for a serious abdominal injury in 1983 
caused by an unusual incident in which he was kicked and wounded by an ostrich he kept on his farm. 

1984 
In 1984, Cash released a self-parody recording titled "Chicken in Black" about Cash's brain being 
transplanted into a chicken and Cash receiving a bank robber's brain in return. Biographer Robert Hilburn, 
in his 2013 book Johnny Cash: The Life, disputes the claim made that Cash chose to record an 
intentionally poor song in protest of Columbia's treatment of him. On the contrary, Hilburn writes, it was 
Columbia that presented Cash with the song, which Cash – who had previously scored major chart hits 
with comedic material such as "A Boy Named Sue" and "One Piece at a Time" – accepted 
enthusiastically, performing the song live on stage and filming a comedic music video in which he dresses 
up in a superhero-like bank-robber costume. According to Hilburn, Cash's enthusiasm for the song waned 
after Waylon Jennings told Cash he looked "like a buffoon" in the music video (which was showcased 
during Cash's 1984 Christmas TV special), and Cash subsequently demanded that Columbia withdraw the 
music video from broadcast and recall the single from stores—interrupting its bona fide chart success—
and termed the venture "a fiasco." 

1986 
A biblical scholar, Cash penned a Christian novel, Man in White in 1986 and in the introduction writes 
about a reporter, who, interested in Cash's religious beliefs, questioned whether the book is written from 
a Baptist, Catholic, or Jewish perspective. Cash replies "I'm a Christian. Don't put me in another box." 

In 1986, Cash returned to Sun Studios in Memphis to team up with Roy Orbison, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Carl 
Perkins to create the album Class of '55; according to Hilburn, Columbia still had Cash under contract at 
the time, so special arrangements had to be made to allow him to participate. Also in 1986, Cash 
published his only novel, Man in White, a book about Saul and his conversion to become the Apostle 
Paul. He recorded Johnny Cash Reads The Complete New Testament in 1990. 

In the mid-1970s, Cash and his wife, June, completed a course of study in the Bible through Christian 
International Bible College. Cash often performed at Billy Graham Crusades. At a Tallahassee Crusade in 
1986, June and Johnny sang his song, "One of These Days I'm Gonna Sit Down And Talk To Paul." At a 
notable performance in Arkansas in 1989, Johnny Cash spoke to attendees of his commitment to the 
salvation of drug dealers and alcoholics. He then sang, "Family Bible". 

1988 
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At a hospital visit in 1988, this time to watch over Waylon Jennings (who was recovering from a heart 
attack), Jennings suggested that Cash have himself checked into the hospital for his own heart condition. 
Doctors recommended preventive heart surgery, and Cash underwent double bypass surgery in the same 
hospital. Both recovered, although Cash refused to use any prescription painkillers, fearing a relapse into 
dependency. Cash later claimed that during his operation, he had what is called a "near-death 
experience". 

Though Cash would never have another chart hit from 1991 until his death (one of many older country 
acts to be derailed by changes in the industry that year), his career was rejuvenated in the 1990s, leading 
to popularity with an audience which was not traditionally considered interested in country music. In 
1988, British post-punk musicians Marc Riley (formerly of the Fall) and Jon Langford (the Mekons) put 
together 'Til Things Are Brighter, a tribute album featuring mostly British-based indie-rock acts' 
interpretations of Cash's songs. Cash was enthusiastic about the project, telling Langford that it was a 
"morale booster"; Roseanne Cash later said "he felt a real connection with those musicians and very 
validated ... It was very good for him: he was in his element. He absolutely understood what they were 
tapping into, and loved it". The album attracted press attention on both sides of the Atlantic. In 1991, he 
sang a version of "Man in Black" for the Christian punk band One Bad Pig's album I Scream Sunday. In 
1993, he sang "The Wanderer", the closing track of U2's album Zooropa. According to Rolling Stone 
writer Adam Gold, "The Wanderer" – written for Cash by Bono, "defies both the U2 and Cash canons, 
combining rhythmic and textural elements of Nineties synth-pop with a Countrypolitan lament fit for the 
closing credits of a Seventies western." 

1996 
In 1996, Cash enlisted the accompaniment of Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers and released Unchained 
(also known as American Recordings II), which won the Best Country Album Grammy in 1998. The album 
was produced by Rick Rubin with Sylvia Massy engineering and mixing. A majority of Unchained was 
recorded at Sound City Studios and featured guest appearances by Lindsey Buckingham, Mick Fleetwood, 
and Marty Stuart. Believing he did not explain enough of himself in his 1975 autobiography Man in Black, 
he wrote Cash: The Autobiography in 1997. 

1997 
Cash wrote in his autobiography that he was diagnosed with Shy-Drager Syndrome (multiple system 
atrophy) during a trip to New York City in 1997. 

In 1997, Cash was diagnosed with the neurodegenerative disease Shy–Drager syndrome, a form of 
multiple system atrophy. According to biographer Robert Hilburn, the disease was originally 
misdiagnosed as Parkinson's disease, and Cash even announced to his audience that he had Parkinson's 
after nearly collapsing on stage in Flint, Michigan, on October 25, 1997. Soon afterwards, his diagnosis 
was changed to Shy–Drager, and Cash was told he had about 18 months to live. The diagnosis was later 
again altered to autonomic neuropathy associated with diabetes. The illness forced Cash to curtail his 
touring. He was hospitalized in 1998 with severe pneumonia, which damaged his lungs. 

1999 
Cash nurtured and defended artists (such as Bob Dylan) on the fringes of what was acceptable in country 
music even while serving as the country music establishment's most visible symbol. At an all-star concert 
which aired in 1999 on TNT, a diverse group of artists paid him tribute, including Dylan, Chris Isaak, 
Wyclef Jean, Norah Jones, Kris Kristofferson, Willie Nelson, Dom DeLuise, and U2. Cash himself appeared 
at the end and performed for the first time in more than a year. Two tribute albums were released 
shortly before his death; Kindred Spirits contains works from established artists, while Dressed in Black 
contains works from many lesser-known musicians. 

In 1999, Cash received the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2004, Rolling Stone ranked Cash 
number 31 on their "100 Greatest Artists of All Time" list and No. 21 on their "100 Greatest Singers" list in 
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2010. In 2012, Rolling Stone ranked Cash's 1968 live album At Folsom Prison and 1994 studio album 
American Recordings at No. 88 and No. 366 in its list of the 500 greatest albums of all time. 

2003 
His diversity was evidenced by his presence in five major music halls of fame: the Nashville Songwriters 
Hall of Fame (1977), the Country Music Hall of Fame (1980), the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame (1992), GMA's 
Gospel Music Hall of Fame (2010). and the Memphis Music Hall of Fame (2013). Marking his death in 
2003, Rolling Stone stated other than Elvis Presley Cash was the only artist inducted as a performer into 
both the Country Music Hall of Fame and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 

May 2003 
Cash and Carter continued to work, raise their child, create music, and tour together for 35 years until 
June's death in May 2003. Throughout their marriage, June attempted to keep Cash off amphetamines, 
often taking his drugs and flushing them down the toilet. June remained with him even throughout his 
multiple admissions for rehabilitation treatment and years of drug abuse. After June's death, Cash 
believed that his only reason for living was his music.  

May 15th, 2003 
June Carter Cash died on May 15th, 2003, aged 73. June had told Cash to keep working, so he continued 
to record, completing 60 songs in the last four months of his life. He even performed surprise shows at 
the Carter Family Fold outside Bristol, Virginia. At the July 5th, 2003, concert (his last public performance), 
before singing "Ring of Fire", Cash read a statement that he had written shortly before taking the stage. 

August 21st, 2003 
Cash continued to record until shortly before his death. "When June died, it tore him up," Rick Rubin 
recalled. "He said to me, 'You have to keep me working because I will die if I don't have something to do.' 
He was in a wheelchair by then and we set him up at his home in Virginia… I couldn't listen to those 
recordings for two years after he died and it was heart-breaking when we did." Cash's final recordings 
were made on August 21st, 2003, and consisted of "Like the 309", which appeared on American V: A 
Hundred Highways in 2006, and the final song he completed, "Engine 143", recorded for his son John 
Carter Cash's planned Carter Family tribute album. 

September 12, 2003 
While being hospitalized at Baptist Hospital in Nashville, Cash died of complications from diabetes around 
2:00 am CT on September 12, 2003, aged 71—less than four months after his wife. He was buried next to 
her in Hendersonville Memory Gardens near his home in Hendersonville, Tennessee. 

  



 

  

Big River 
A Boy Named Sue 
Busted 
Cocaine Blues 
Cry, Cry, Cry 
Delia’s Gone 
Don’t Take Your Guns To Town 
Folsom Prison Blues 
Get Rhythm 
(Ghost) Riders in the Sky 
Girl From The North Country 
Give My Love To Rose 
Hey Porter 
Hurt 
I Got Stripes 
I Still Miss Someone 
I’ve Been Everywhere 
I Walk The Line 
If I Were A Carpenter 
Jackson 
Long Black Veil 
One 
Ring Of Fire 
Solitary Man 
Sunday Morning Comin’ Down 
A Thing Called Love 
Wanted Man 

Wayfaring Stranger 


